
I have chosen to write about our 

need to know scripture for this 

edition of our newsletter. I will 

begin with a phrase often repeated 

in my teaching presentations: 

"God made a product  called man. 

God then gave man a product 

manual called the Bible.  The 

product malfunctions when man 

doesn't read and follow the    

manual”.  It is a sad truth that 

many who say they want to live 

godly lives won't put forth the 

effort and spend the time       

necessary to  understand godliness 

by reading, studying, and applying           

information God has provided for 

success in godliness in His holy 

Word.  A lot of this fault can be 

laid at the feet of pastors and other 

spiritual leaders who don't learn 

what they should know so they can 

properly feed the sheep of Christ 

(John 21:17).  Where there is an 

equipped teaching shepherd the 

people are often too lazy to apply 

themselves to learning, failing to 

understand that what they don't 

know can't serve them.  They feel 

alone not knowing that God said 

"I will never leave you" (Hebrews 

13:5).  They don't know that  

scripture is filled with the details of 

many "great and precious       

promises" from God (2 Peter 1:4). 

The result is that they worry just 

like the non-believer, living 

beneath their privilege and    

potential as children of God.  In 

Hosea  chapter 4, verse 6, God        

condemns His nation Israel and 

predicts suffering because of the 

neglect of His Word by both 

spiritual leaders and the laity.  It 

is our prayer that the following 

texts will serve as motivation for 

you regarding diligence in   

learning scripture.  

According to 2 Peter 1:19-21 we 

can rely on the content of the 

scriptures because the writers 

were inspired by God.  The 

Mandate:  We are instructed in 2 

Timothy 2:15 to study so God 

will approve of us as those who 

can properly explain His Word to 

others as we do our part to carry 

out the Great Commission 

(Matthew 28:19-20).  The Motive:  

We are instructed in 1 Peter 3:15 

to be prepared to give a proper 

and informed answer to anyone     

inquiring about our faith. The 

Method: Following the noble  

example of The Berean believers 

recorded in Acts 17:11, we 

should be studying the Word of 

God each day.  The Manna: The 

Apostle Paul informed the    

Roman church that everything in 

scripture teaches us and provides 

hope. The Maintenance: In his 

second letter to his spiritual son 

the Apostle Paul tells the young 

pastor at Ephesus that all     

scripture is alive with the power of 

God and is useful in training and 

correcting the believer in their walk 

with Christ (2 Timothy 3:16).   

In conclusion I will refer to     

something said years ago by a radio 

preacher. Without the best       

articulation - not a requirement to 

know and share scripture; without 

the best grammar - not a         

requirement to know and share 

scripture, he made one of the most 

profound declarations I've ever 

heard regarding Christian learning 

and Christian living.  He stated 

simply, "You've gotta have a want 

to"!  We must have enough desire 

to cause us to be proactive in our 

search for God's truth.  Let's all 

pray that the Holy Spirit leads us 

and others to "have a want to". 

From the desk of the Pastor…       
 

In the Spotlight   

 Calvin Divinity II, son of Yolanda and 
Calvin Divinity Sr., is a 26-year old 
young adult from Compton,  California. 
Calvin graduated from Narbonne High 
School in Harbor City. Calvin attended 
Howard University in Washington D.C. 
where he earned his Bachelor’s in 
Health Science degree and graduated 
magna cum laude. After completing his 
undergraduate career, Calvin decided to 
return home to Southern California 
where he attended Chapman University 
earning a doctorate in  Physical    
Therapy. Calvin currently works at 
Kindred Hospital—South Bay, a long 
term acute-care hospital in Gardena, 
where he holds the position of Lead 

Physical Therapist. A member of 
Emmanuel Community Church since 
the age of thirteen, Calvin has served 
as President of B.4.U.C. Boy’s     
ministry. He has been a member of 
B.4.U.C.’s men’s  council, the Usher 
Board, and he is currently working as 
the co-leader of ECC’s Two-Twenty 
young adult ministry. In his spare 
time Calvin enjoys playing video 
games, listening to music, coaching 
middle school basketball, teaching 
and motivating youth, and growing 
as a young man of Christ. During his 
interview, Calvin shared that his 
favorite scripture is Proverbs 3:5-6. 
“It’s a scripture that I have stood on 
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throughout my 
early years. I 
believe that you 
should do two 
things; plan for 
the things you 
may be able to 
control, and pray 
about everything 
else, because the 
Bible says if we 
trust in the Lord 
with all our hearts 

and lean not on our own  understanding; 
in all our ways submitting to him, he 
will make our paths straight.” Today, 
Emmanuel Community Church     
spotlights all of Calvin’s accomplish-
ments but most importantly, his     
unwavering submission to Christ. Calvin 
Divinity, you are “In the Spotlight.” 
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ECC’s S.I.L.K. had a fun-filled night at Spoken 
Funk, hosted at the HAHA Café on Sunday, 
January 5, 2014. The event is scheduled on the  
first Sunday of every month and showcases 
some of the world’s best poets and comedians. 
The show is hosted by a well-known poet, 
“Poetry” and his wife, Duran. The show      
includes clean comedy and poetry and is surely 
an event that the entire family can enjoy. 
S.I.L.K. had a wonderful time and welcome all 
singles to join the group whenever possible.  

ECC’s S.I.L.K. in the company of Ms. Marilyn 
White, a 1964 Olympic Silver Medalist in the       
400-meter relay. Ms. White is a motivational     
speaker, vocalist and most importantly she is a 
Christian Woman of God.  The singles enjoyed   
another great evening which included a meal,      
fellowship and Q&A. All singles are encouraged to 
join S.I.L.K. when their calendars permit.  

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’ ” 

In order to grow spiritually we need food—the 
food which comes from reading the Bible. The 
intake of spiritual food (God’s Word) is         
mandatory for us to not perish. Can you imagine 
the impact on your physical body without food? 
There is an even greater impact on your spiritual 
growth without  reading the Word of God. Just as 
we need food to survive, our spirit is also in need 
of the Word to live. Keeping our relationship 
strong with God requires us to meditate on His 
Word daily. Spend time with God everyday and 
get to know Him better—know his requirements 
and keep His Word in your heart! God says, “I 
will instruct you and teach you in the way you 
should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye 
on you.” Psalms 32:8. Christians can’t grow 
without our daily bread—the Bible. 
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Single Intelligent Loving God Keeping the Faith 
 

Matthew 4:4 
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“Dusty Bibles lead to dusty lives” 

Anonymous 



 

without consequences. The program 
included ministry by ECC’s very own 
anointed Praise Dance team, we were 
also graced with impersonations of   

Lena Horne and W.B. 
DuBois, just to name a 
few. Every year      
Emmanuel’s black 
history program pays 
tribute to those who 
left    behind legacies 
that we will always be 
remember.  

ECC celebrated Black 
History month during 
the month of February 
2014. Members of 
ECC and guests 
learned about the 
many contributions, 
the culture and       
heritage of famous and 
lessor-known African 

Americans. Often times our Pastor    
reminds the church that there were many 
before us who paved the way for us to 
worship and praise our Lord and Savior 

 

 

 

Praise Out 2013 was a success once again! 
The Saints of Emmanuel Community 
Church, family, friends and special guests 
enjoyed a night of praising out 2013 and 
praying in the new year (2014). The night 
included refreshments, prayer, dominos and 
bible trivia. Debra Coney defeated Kevin 
Dunigan in a game of dominoes and the 
men’s luck quickly changed when the  
Mighty Men of Emmanuel conquered the 
Women of ECC in Bible Trivia. Praise Out 
is held annually on New Year’s Eve. If you 
were unable to attend, we pray that you will 
join us for Praise Out 2014! 
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Black History Month Program 

Praise Out 2013 
 

2013  

Domino Champion 

“Debra Coney”  

 

2013  

Bible Trivia Champions 

“Mighty Men of Emmanuel”  
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and on that foundation—standing 
overall. LaKisha believes that 
“keeping the Word in your heart and 
your mind on the Word is a lesson 
that some live an entire lifetime and 
never learn.” Praise be to God for 
her wonderful ministry.  

On Saturday, January 18, 2014, 
ECC Women’s Fellowship invited 
guest speaker, LaKisha Nelson, 
Outreach Ministry Leader of Praise 
Tabernacle Bible Church to come 
out and speak. The topic was 
“Being a Woman of Integrity.” 
LaKisha’s message was inspiring 
and a blessing to all that were in 
attendance. She shared insight on 
how to stand your ground for Christ 

The upcoming “Youth Page” will be our newest addition to the ECC newsletter. The 
“Youth Page” will provide resources such as job announcements, discount tickets 
(movies, amusement park, etc.), educational links, testimonials, Bible Trivia and more. In 
addition, youth will now have an opportunity to submit questions to our Pastor through 
the new youth page. There will be a box marked “ECC Newsletter” located in the foyer 
for you to submit your questions. Once submitted, look for Pastor’s response which will 
be published in the next issue of the newsletter.  

To receive the ECC Newsletter, please sign up in the lobby if you haven’t already 
done so!  
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Women’s Fellowship 

Guest Speaker: LaKisha Nelson 

“Keeping the Word in your heart and your 

mind on the Word is a lesson that some 

live an entire lifetime and never learn.”  

LaKisha Nelson 
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YOUTH PAGE 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship 
Guest Speaker: Mrs. Evelyn A. Johnson 

On Saturday, March 15, 2014, ECC    
Women’s Fellowship welcomed           
Mrs. Evelyn A. Johnson to speak on the  

topic of “Maintaining Your Integrity in 
the Face of Opposition.” Mrs. Johnson 
graduated from Howard University’s 
School of Nursing. She later obtained a 
B.S.N. and P.H.N from California State      
University at Los Angeles. She has vast 
nursing experience including Public 
Nursing and Nursing Administration. 
Mrs. Johnson is a registered nurse and 
an award-winning author who has   
received the Vassie D. Wright Award 
for her novel, “My Neighbor’s Island.” 
Mrs. Johnson envisions writing two 
more books, both based on slavery and 

stories told to her by her Great 
Grandmother, a daughter of an     
African Princess and her master. Mrs. 
Johnson currently resides in Los   
Angeles, California. Her late husband 
Raymond was an attorney and former 
Tuskegee Airman. They are the    
parents of three adult  children,     
Raymond Jr., an  attorney; Marjorie 
Johnson Warren, a physician and 
Robert, a dentist. We were all       
reminded that God’s grace and mercy 
will help us to overcome all         
challenges.  
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April 18, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Emmanuel Community Church 

12605 Crenshaw Boulevard 

Hawthorne, CA 90250 

Phone: 310) 515-1516 

 
 

Pastor 
Donald Ray 

 
Min. Todd Clease 

 
Pastor 

Robert Smith 

Dr. William Martin 

Dr. Frederick L. Holmes   

Host Pastor 

 
 

Email: eccgodwithus@yahoo.com   ♦   Website: emmanuelcommunitychurch.net 
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Pastor 
James Thomas 

 
Min. Vera Thomas  
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Happy Birthday from your ECC Family. We love you and pray that you have many more!  
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Apr 6          

 

 

Apr 18 

 

Apr 19 

 

Apr 27 

ECC Fundamentals of Faith   
New Members Course             
(13-week course) 

 

 

Sundays @ 9 a.m. 

Wednesdays @ 7 p.m.  

Fridays @ 7 p.m.  

 

 

Tuesdays @ 6-7:30 p.m. 

Mon—Fri @ 5 p.m.  Call:             
Code: 

F.A.—Sundays @ 7-8:30 p.m.                                                 

 

 

Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.  

   

 

Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.   

 

        

 

ECC Sanctuary 

ECC Sanctuary 

ECC Sanctuary 

 

 

ECC Sanctuary  

267) 507-0370 
7262001# 

ECC Sanctuary              

 

 

 

    ECC Sanctuary  

 

 

ECC Nursery 

Small Group Bible Study 

Intercessory Prayer 

Sunday Worship Service 

ECC Nursery 

(Food Addicts in Recovery Anonymous)   

Good Friday Service 
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The kids at school were comparing moms, and I said “My mom’s real mean.”                              
You never want to make her cross, or leave your room unclean.  

She makes you dry the dishes, she makes you scrub the floors,                                                    
And wash your hands before you eat, and close all open doors. 

I have to clean my ears in the morning, and brush my teeth at night.                                            
And when I’m wrestling with my brother, she tells us not to fight. 

My mom makes sure I wipe my feet, before I leave the rain.                                                     
“Dirty clothes go in the hamper,” she says, “...cups in the kitchen drain.” 

She screamed when I brought home a millipede, and ran when it started to crawl.                       
She doesn’t like ants, normal eight legged things, or reptiles with no legs at all. 

I must cover my mouth when I cough, and to stare or to point may offend.                                  
And every time I blow my nose, I wash my hands again. 

She’s a walking encyclopedia, and when she knows what you’re thinking it’s scary.                  
And every time I ask, ‘cause I can’t spell a word its, “Look it up in the dictionary.” 

When most of my friends are warm in their beds, I’m dressing for Sunday School.                     
And if what you’ve heard so far is bad, the rest is really cruel. 

And you can’t get away with nuthin’. It’s like my mind is an open box.                                      
Who else would know where I left my coat, or that I put crayons in my socks? 

All toys, when done with playing, are put back on the shelf.                                                         
And why does she put that red-stuff-that-stings on me, every time I cut myself? 

And the food she makes is terrible, I don’t think she can cook at all.                                             
She wastes money on oats, peas, beans and barley, and hates Super Sugar Coated                                    

Crunch Puff Balls. 

And I don’t care if he was here first, she spends more time helping my brother.                          
And the other kid’s moms stayed home that night the teachers met the mothers. 

Mom doesn’t allow me to have any fun, and her timing is never ever late.                                   
Just as the Monster Movie Marathon comes on T.V., I’m sent to bed by eight. 

So when I get home after school today I know just what I’m going to do.                                         
I’ll stand right there, and hug her waist, and say, “Momma, I love you too.”  

 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

 

ECC Movie Night  



12603-7 Crenshaw Boulevard 

Hawthorne, CA 90503 

 

Email: eccgodwithus@yahoo.com 

Website: emmanuelcommunitychurch.net 

Tel: 310.515.1516 ♦ Fax: 310.973.1980 

 

We are committed to teaching the inerrant Word of God to all the world, and communicating Jesus Christ as 

the only hope of salvation to the lost. We accept the challenge of discipling those who have come to Christ 

toward spiritual maturity. We design corporate worship and fellowship for mutual edification of Christ’s 

church.  

 
Statement of Purpose 

 

Christ-centered 

Bible-based 

Family-focused 
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Senior Pastor, Dr. Frederick L. Holmes, Sr.  


